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Today, sunny, breezy, mild, high 59 
early then falling temperatures. To- 
night, clear, low 36. Tomorrow, 
cooler, clouds and sunshine, high 48. 
Weather map appears on Page A17. 
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President Trump with Republican leaders including Mitch McConnell, right, on Tuesday. A vote on their tax plan is likely this week. 


Missile’s Test Flight of 53 Minutes 
Is Longest Yet From North Korea 


This article is by Mark Landler, 
Choe Sang-Hun and Helene Cooper. 


WASHINGTON — North Korea 
fired an intercontinental ballistic 
missile on Tuesday that flew both 
higher and longer than previous 
such launches, a bold act of defi- 
ance against President Trump af- 
ter he put the country back on a 
list of state sponsors of terrorism. 

The president reacted cau- 
tiously to news of the launch, stat- 
ing, “It is a situation that we will 
handle.” 

But Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis expressed greater con- 
cern, emphasizing what he said 
were technical advances on dis- 
play in the 53-minute flight, which 
began when the missile was 
launched northeast of the capital, 
Pyongyang, and ended nearly 600 
miles to the east, when it landed in 
the Sea of Japan. 

“It went higher, frankly, than 
any previous shot they’ve taken,” 
Mr. Mattis said in the White 
House, where he was taking part 
in a budget meeting with the pres- 


ident and Republican congres- 
sional leaders. 

“The bottom line is, it’s a contin- 
ued effort to build a threat — a bal- 
listic missile threat that endan- 
gers world peace, regional peace, 
and certainly, the United States,” 
the defense secretary said. 

North Korea said Wednesday 
that it had successfully tested its 
Hwasong-15, a newly developed 
intercontinental ballistic missile, 
or ICBM, that it said could deliver 
heavy nuclear warheads any- 
where in the continental United 
States. 

The country also declared the 
new missile its “most powerful,” 
calling it the “final version” of a 
decades-old effort to build its 
ICBM capabilities. 

North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong- 
un, who watched the launch, 
“proudly declared that with to- 
day’s test, we have finally realized 
the historic task of completing our 
nuclear armed force, the great 
feat of becoming arocket power,’ a 


Continued on Page A8 


‘Trumps Doubts on Vulgar Tape 
Stun Aides at Delicate Moment 


By MAGGIE HABERMAN and JONATHAN MARTIN 


Shortly after his victory last 
year, Donald J. Trump began re- 
visiting one of his deepest public 
humiliations: the infamous “Ac- 
cess Hollywood” tape of him mak- 
ing vulgar comments about wom- 
en. 

Despite his public acknowledg- 
ment of the recording’s authen- 
ticity in the final days of the presi- 
dential campaign — and his hasty 
videotaped apology under pres- 
sure from his advisers — Mr. 
Trump as president-elect began 
raising the prospect with allies 
that it may not have been him on 
the tape after all. 

Most of Mr. Trump’s aides ig- 
nored his changing story. But in 
January, shortly before his inau- 
guration, Mr. Trump told a Repub- 
lican senator that he wanted to in- 
vestigate the recording that had 
him boasting about grabbing 
women’s genitals. 

“We don’t think that was my 
voice,’ Mr. Trump told the senator, 


according to a person familiar 
with the conversation. Since then, 
Mr. Trump has continued to sug- 
gest that the tape that nearly up- 
ended his campaign was not actu- 
ally him, according to three people 
close to the president. 

As the issue of sexual har- 
assment has swept through the 
news media, politics and enter- 
tainment industries, Mr. Trump 
has persisted in denying allega- 
tions that he, too, made unwanted 
advances on multiple women in 
past years. In recent days, he has 
continued to seed doubt about his 
appearance on the “Access Holly- 
wood” tape, stunning his advisers. 

More generally, Mr. Trump’s 
views on the issue have changed 
depending upon the political party 
involved. He has praised women 
for coming forward after accusa- 
tions were made against a Demo- 
crat, Senator Al Franken of Min- 
nesota. But in the case of Roy S. 


Continued on Page A13 
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Tax Plan Clears Hurdle 
In the Senate as Trump 
Stokes Shutdown Fears 


A Deadline Draws Near 
as Bickering Erupts 


By THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON — Less than 
two weeks before much of the gov- 
ernment runs out of money, Presi- 
dent Trump on Tuesday escalated 
the threat of a shutdown, accusing 
Democratic congressional leaders 
of plotting to use their leverage to 
raise taxes and flood the country 
with undocumented immigrants. 

The Democratic leaders, Sena- 
tor Chuck Schumer of New York 
and Representative Nancy Pelosi 
of California, responded to the 
president’s provocations by 
pulling out of a scheduled White 
House meeting meant to address 
the thorny issues that lawmakers 
are facing as the end of the year 
approaches. 

Mr. Trump then doubled down, 
posing for television cameras at 
the White House next to empty 
chairs and calling his would-be ne- 
gotiating partners weak on crime, 
weak on immigration and weak on 
the military. 

“They’ve been all talk, and 
they’ve been no action, and now 
it’s even worse,” Mr. Trump said. 
“Now it’s not even talk.” 

The spectacle was an unpromis- 
ing start to the difficult negotia- 
tions ahead, with a deadline of 
Dec. 8, when government funding 
runs out. Democrats hold signifi- 
cant leverage because Republi- 
cans do not have enough votes to 
pass a spending measure next 
week without some Democratic 
support. 

Ms. Pelosi and Mr. Schumer 
hope to use the negotiations to 
help undocumented immigrants 
brought to the country as children 
and to provide financing for the 
Children’s Health Insurance Pro- 
gram, whose funding lapsed at the 
end of September. 

And on Capitol Hill, some 
progress was made on Tuesday 
during talks on the Republican tax 
bill. Mr. Trump voiced support for 
legislation to fund subsidies to 
health insurers that he had cut off, 
as well as another bipartisan 


Continued on Page A15 


Win for the President 


A fight over the Consumer Fi- 
nancial Protection Bureau ends, 
for now, with Mick Mulvaney as 
the acting head. Page A16. 


Late Deals Help G.O.P. 
Corral Its Holdouts 


By ALAN RAPPEPORT 
and THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON — Senate Re- 
publicans took a significant step 
toward passing a sweeping tax 
overhaul on Tuesday, with a key 
panel giving its approval and sev- 
eral wavering senators indicating 
they would support the tax pack- 
age, helping clear the way for full 
Senate consideration later this 
week. 

Passage of the tax overhaul, 
which seemed uncertain on Mon- 
day, strengthened considerably 
on Tuesday after the Senate Budg- 
et Committee voted along party 
lines to advance the plan. A flurry 
of last-minute deal making helped 
garner the support of a few Re- 
publican lawmakers who had ex- 
pressed concerns about the $1.5 
trillion package, including its 
treatment of small businesses and 
its effect on the deficit. 

The rapid turnaround under- 
lines the pressure Republicans 
face to pass a tax cut and notcha 
significant legislative victory in 
their first year controlling both 
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Ron Johnson and Bob Corker 


voted to advance the bill. 


Congress and the White House. To 
help push the effort forward, Pres- 
ident Trump went to Capitol Hill 
on Tuesday for a lunch meeting 
with Republican senators, where 
he made promises to some and ad- 
monished another. 

“I think we’re going to get it 
passed,” he said later at the White 
House. “It’s going to have lots of 
adjustments before it ends, but 
the end result will be a very, very 
massive — the largest in the his- 
tory of our country — tax cut.” 


Continued on Page A15 


Pushed to Fringes, 


In single potent strokes, the 
piston of mass transit drives the 
simultaneous creation of tremen- 
dous wealth and grinding hard- 
ship in New York. The distance 


between those two 
JIM DWYER 


can be measured 


by the length of a 
Scour morning’s com- 
newyork Mute. 


Priced out of a 
Queens neighborhood that was 
closer to work, Jaime Leon, 31, 
now travels just under two hours 
each way between Staten Island 
and his security guard job in 
Manhattan. He earns slightly 
more than $14 an hour. 

Long journeys are also on the 
nightly schedule for Kenneth 
Turner, 61, who takes two buses 
and two subway lines to and 
from the Bronx and his job at 
Kennedy Airport. He makes 
$12.75 an hour picking up 
garbage in Terminal 1. “This is 
what I have to do to make it for 
myself,” Mr. Turner said. The 
city’s transit system controls 
everyday life for Mr. Turner and 
many others so insistently and 
so routinely that no one has 
thought to declare the situation a 
state of emergency. 

“Commutes are lengthening 
for more and more people,” a 
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Kenneth Turner takes two buses and two subways from the Bronx to his job at Kennedy Airport. 


study by the Pratt Center for 
Community Development and 
the Rockefeller Foundation re- 
ported in 2013. “Skyrocketing 
housing costs push low- and 
moderate-income families far- 
ther from Manhattan and the 


well-connected communities that 
surround it.” 

The study found that 758,000 
New York City residents now 
travel more than an hour each 
way to work, most of them to 
jobs that pay less than $35,000 


per year. Black New Yorkers’ 
trips to work are 25 percent 
longer than whites’, and Hispan- 
ics, 12 percent longer than 
whites’, other research by the 
Pratt Center found. The city’s 


Continued on Page A20 


Doping Diaries: Chemist's Notes 
Strengthen Case Against Russia 


By REBECCA R. RUIZ 


The chemist has kept a diary 
most of his life. His daily habit is to 
record where he went, whom he 
talked to and what he ate. At the 
top of each entry, he scrawls his 
blood pressure. 

Two of his hardback journals, 
each embossed with the calendar 
year and filled with handwritten 
notes from a Waterman pen, are 
now among the critical pieces of 
evidence that could result in Rus- 
sia being absent from the next 
Olympic Games. 

The chemist is Grigory Rod- 
chenkov, who spent years helping 
Russia’s athletes gain an edge by 
using banned substances. His dia- 
ries cataloging 2014 and 2015 — his 
final years as Russia’s antidoping 
lab chief before he fled to the 
United States — provide a new 
level of detail about Russia’s elab- 
orate cheating at the last Winter 
Games and the extent to which, he 
says, the nation’s government and 
Olympic officials were involved. 

His contemporaneous notes, 
seen by The New York Times and 
previously unreported, speak to a 


key issue for Olympic officials: 
the state’s involvement in the 
massive sports fraud. In recent 
days, it has become clear that the 
International Olympic Committee 
is convinced of the authenticity of 
the notes and that they are likely 
to contribute to the group’s deci- 
sion to issue severe penalties. 

Olympic officials will announce 
their decision on Dec. 5. If they do 
not bar Russia completely from 
the coming Winter Olympics in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea, they 
are likely to keep all Russian em- 
blems out of the Games: The Rus- 
sian flag would not fly at the open- 
ing and closing ceremonies, Rus- 
sian athletes would compete in 
neutral uniforms and the Russian 
anthem would not be played. Such 
restrictions, Russian officials 
have said, would be tantamount to 
an outright ban, and Russia would 
consider boycotting the 2018 
Olympics. 

“The Disciplinary Commission 
does not consider it at all likely 
that these pages were newly re- 
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A Slithering Reptilian Scourge 
Bangkok residents are dealing with a 
large number of snakes invading their 
homes, including their toilets. PAGE A10 


Pope’s Peace Plea in Myanmar 
Rights activists hoped Francis would 
specifically denounce violence against 
the Rohingya. He didn’t. PAGE A6 


Behind the Health Mandate 


Millions of Americans pay a penalty 
instead of getting insurance under the 
Affordable Care Act’s individual man- 
date. Who are they? PAGE A12 


Omissions From Gun Database 


The Air Force said it had failed to re- 
port dozens of members charged with 
crimes to a gun database. PAGE Al6 


NEW YORK A18-21 
Anti-Gridlock Plan Resurfaces 


Congestion pricing, charging drivers to 
enter crowded areas of Manhattan, is 
again being debated. PAGE A18 


ARTS C1-8 


Jay-Z Atop Grammy List 

With awards shows under scrutiny for 
diversity issues, hip-hop and R&B 
dominated the nominations. PAGE Cl 


Touring a New Louvre 

Abu Dhabi’s new museum possesses a 
sensational style, but it fails at truth- 
telling, Holland Cotter says. PAGE Cl 


Tuning Out ‘The Tonight Show’ 


Jimmy Fallon’s ratings sag as viewers 
reject his fun-and-games approach and 
turn to the politically engaged Stephen 
Colbert and Jimmy Kimmel. PAGE Bl 


SPORTSWEDNESDAY B8-11 


Giants, at 2-9, Bench Manning 
The former Jet Geno Smith will take 
over at quarterback Sunday in place of 
Eli Manning, who had started 210 con- 
secutive regular-season games. PAGE B8 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23 
Thomas H. Kean 
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Ugly Baby’s Pretty Dishes 

A memorably named Thai restaurant in 
Brooklyn offers menu items rarely seen 
in New York, Pete Wells writes. Above, 
the fried turmeric sea bream. PAGE D5 
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